Attitudes towards the relevance of biological, behavioural and social sciences in nursing education.
This paper explores the perceptions of staff and students regarding the supporting sciences within nursing education and how they feel such content relates to the 'real world' of nursing. A qualitative study examining the perceptions of students and teaching staff, particularly the concept of relevance, was conducted to explore factors which impact upon the integration of theory and practice. The teaching approaches used, assessment items selected, and the perceptions held about what nurses actually do all impinge upon what, and how, students learn in subjects which are essentially non-nursing in their orientation. Through an awareness of factors affecting how students and teaching staff actually approach supporting sciences content, better informed curriculum decisions can be made.